AAM122, Alex Maldonado, Gas Produced from Fermentation of Garbage, 1977, oil on canvas, 14 x 18"

Alex Maldonado: Green Ahead of His Time

S

o much has been written in recent months
on the subjects of going green, building
green, and living green that even I tend to
forget the fact that Alex Maldonado was
“painting green” as far back as the late 60’s.
Many of his colorful paintings expressed his
visionary thinking: fermenting garbage into
gas, turning salt water into fresh water, and
creating cities free of auto pollution. In our
present show at the Gallery we are featuring
works that best demonstrate his ecological
themes. Maldonado envisioned unique cities
without slums, solar powered communities, an
earth rotation generator, and a world at peace,
one that was maintained by an international
barter system.
Maldonado feared the danger of extinction for
both the human and animal races through
pollution and disease. Through his paintings,
he envisioned unique cities without slums,

towns existing underwater or underground, and
entire communities run on solar power. His
boundless imagination offered us a world of
peace and justice with giant “vacuum” towers to
purify the air, coast to coast travel in less than an
hour, and a world in which all can walk “safety”
day or night.
The show will run at the Gallery through June
30th, in a long overdue tribute to this forward
thinking artist, who knew long ago that we
had to save the earth. His genuinely child-like
imagination inspired his wisdom in realizing
what was needed to preserve our world for
future generations.
Alex Maldonado is represented in numerous
private and public collections including The
Oakland Museum, Intuit in Chicago, the American
Folk Art Museum in New York, and the National
Museum of American Art (the Smithsonian). ■
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Sticks and Stones: An Exhibit of
Canes and Carvings
April 1 – June 30

W

e recently acquired a number of canes and walking
sticks, which we have added to our collection. We are
delighted to be offering these pieces for sale so soon
after we obtained them.

Ames News

We’ve always found canes to be a much neglected and
often underestimated form of vernacular folk art. There is
wide variation in these utilitarian objects; yet until recent
times they have not received the recognition and glory
that has been given to quilts, rugs, tramp art or even
whimseys.

23CF/6208, Cane w/ two White
Faces, c.1900, wood, 34"

Canemania 2008
6th Annual Cane
Conference
Paris, France
October 9 – 11

T

he sixth annual cane
conference will be held in
Paris from October 9
through the 11th, 2008.
Speakers, local tours, and
hosted events will make this
conference memorable. We look
forward to Paris, with all it has
to offer. Registration will be
limited. Please go to
www.canemania2008.com for
more information and details
on registration.
■
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Canes are associated with old age or infirmity, but
historically the cane was a fashion accessory: one might
have been taught the proper or graceful way to appear in
public with an umbrella or cane.
The diversity of canes and walking sticks is astonishing,
especially considering the fact that a tree branch or broom
stick cut to size would suffice as support or aid in walking.
We leave systems canes, Tiffany, Faberge, ivory and gold
canes to others, and concentrate on the more rustic works
of folk artists.
These often
anonymous
woodworkers
have exhibited
their extraordinary
creativity by carving
onto their sticks animals
(including reptiles, birds, and
other both wild and domesticated beasts),
fantasy creatures, and human figures in every
pose. The variety is endless. From the sturdy
staff suitable as aid to a hiker to the more
delicate “lady’s cane,” we’ve chosen a provocative
array of sticks that we hope will intrigue you.
We look forward to sharing our newest
acquisitions.
■
23CF/3608, Cane with Reclining Nude, c.1900,Wood, 35"

Gallery Notes

Introducing
Deborah Barrett &
Christopher Dalton Powell

B

oth Deborah Barrett and Christopher Dalton Powell have
had their drawings selected for inclusion in an exhibit at
Halle Saint Pierre in Paris, France. The show, Eloge du
Dessin, features the work of twenty artists, and was
curated by the museum’s director, Martine Lusardy.
For those of you who don’t yet know these two artists, both
include drawing and collage in their work. Deborah’s work has
been in our personal collection for many years. Because so
many of our clients singled out her images when they saw them
on our walls, I have begun to show her extraordinary creations.

DEB64, Deborah Barrett, Flower with Red Berry and Cat Woman, 1996,
mixed media, 12.5 x 7.75"

They often present the human face or body with
patches placed on the figure to distort or
conceal, or in some way mask the image. Old
ledgers, journal pages and ancient maps, or
fabric provide the foundation for the work.
Chris Powell also makes use of collage, but his
line is black, crisp and concise, while Deborah’s
is gray, soft and flowing. In the series of work at
Halle Saint Pierre, drawing gives shape to the
color elements that are cut and pasted to further
define his images. Reminiscent of paper dolls,
Mr. Potato Head, and other childhood play,
Chris’ assemblages bring us intriguing and
unlikely characters. His attention to detail is
compelling.
We’re pleased to be representing these artists,
who are new to our inventory, and look forward
to your becoming familiar with their work. ■
CP05, Chris Powell, The Troubled General, 2006, Mixed Media, 17 x 13.25"
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2661 Cedar Street
(at La Loma)
Berkeley, CA 94708
The Gallery is open by appointment and
chance. Our small staff is present most
weekdays from 10:30 am to 3:30 pm.
Evenings or weekend appointments are
also possible.

In Paris

Eloge du Dessin
March 24 – August 29
Halle Saint Pierre
2 rue Ronsard, Paris 75018
www.hallesaintpierre.org

A call ahead is always advised:
510-845-4949.

CP02, Christopher Powell, Skaters, 2007, Mixed Media, 8.5 x 21"

Canemania 2008
6th Annual Cane Conference
October 9 – 11
www.canemania2008.com

In Sweden

Pacific Light

Calendar

AAM063, Alex Maldonado, Underground Caves, 1971, oil on canvas, 16 x 20"

At the Gallery

Alex Maldonado:
Green Ahead of His Time
through June 30

Sticks and
Stones:
An Exhibit
of Canes and Carvings
through June 30

23C/4508, Dog’s Head cane, c.1875–1900, wood, 36"
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May 18 – September 14
Nordiska Alvarellmuseet
Sodra Hamnen6
471 32 Skarhamn, Sweden
www.akvarellmuseet.org

In California

2008 Decorators Showcase
April 26 – May 26
Benefits San Francisco University High School’s
Financial Aid Program
2820 Scott Street (between Green & Union)
San Francisco, CA 94123
information: 415-447-3115

Los Angeles Antiques Show
April 24 – 27
Benefits P.S.Arts
Barker Hangar at the
Santa Monica Air Center
Organized by the Antique Dealers Association of
California and managed by Caskey-Lees.
www.losangelesantiqueshow.com

In Memoriam

Alfred Peet

49/9407, Set of
Five Wooden
Pulleys in Iron
Frames, 12-15"

American Folk Art Festival
Saturday, May 3rd, noon – 5 pm
Benefits The Museum of Craft and Folk Art.
Laird Family Estate Winery
5055 Solano Avenue, Napa, CA 94558
Contact Info: Gail Laird or Rob Kowalski
707-253-1092

2008 East Bay Open Studios
Sponsored by Pro Arts
June 7– 8, 14 –15
www.proartsgallery.org

In Illinois

The Intuit Show
April 25 – 28
Artropolis at the Merchandise Mart
Chicago, IL
www.artropolischicago.com

JS01, Jon Serl, The Spirit, c1980, Oil on Masonite, 26 x 27.5"

Over the past Labor Day week-end, we learned of
the death of our good friend, Alfred Peet. He
designated my husband and me the “first
customers” of his Vine Street store. Alfred was a
personal friend to all my family (even before we
discovered that he and I shared a birthday). For
many years before his move to Oregon, we
celebrated March 10th together with dinner, drinks
or gifts. An avid and enthusiastic traveler and
trekker, Alfred sought out adventure. He loved
music, fine food, and good wine. Seemingly austere,
his graciousness and good humor were not known
to everyone.
About 15 years ago or so, the New York Times
Sunday double acrostic puzzle had as a clue,
ACCLAIMED BERKELEY COFFEE ROASTER, with
10 blanks for the answer.
Alfred leaves behind his family, along with a host
of devoted colleagues and admirers.
I don’t think he could ever have imagined the
outpouring of emotions, greetings, comments, and
memories that followed his death. I will think of
him with each cup of Peet’s coffee, and with each
passing birthday.
■

Michael Weller
At almost the very moment that members of the
Art Dealers Association of California were raising a
glass in tribute to Michael Weller, he died
peacefully at his home after a brief illness. Michael
established Argentum Antiques, and was a
nationally recognized expert in American and
English silver. His interests were in historic
preservation and classical music. He was described
as a collector’s collector and had a passionate
devotion to integrity in all his fields of interest. He
organized the vetting committee of the
San Francisco Fall Antiques Show, and served
himself as a vettor at a number of major antiques
shows. Steadfast in his quest for a high standard of
ethics in the business, Michael handled these and
other tasks with honesty, generosity of spirit and
the good humor that was necessary for such
thankless undertakings.
■
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Rizzoli in Sweden

T

Ames News

he Nordic Watercolor Museum is
preparing a major exhibition
called Pacific Light, California
Watercolor Refracted 1907–
2007. It is is co-curated by Professor
Mark Johnson of San Francisco State
University and Bera Nordal, director
of the museum.

The exhibition is a historical overview
of the watercolor tradition as
expressed in California. The material,
sixty pieces in all, has been drawn
from San Francisco Bay Area
museums and important private
collections from southern California to
Sacramento. The Ames Gallery is
delighted to have a work by A.G.
Rizzoli requested for this special show.
“Mrs. Geo. Powleson Symbolically
Portrayed / The Mother Tower of
Jewels” will hang along with works
by such artists as David Hockney,
Sam Francis, and Raymond Pettibon.
The museum is under the patronage
of HRH The Crown Princess Victoria
of Sweden. Past exhibitions included
a major presentation of British
watercolors covering the period 1640
– 1860, with works by J.M.W. Turner
and William Blake (to name a few).
For further information, on this
exhibit or the museum, visit their
website: www.akvarellmuseet.org.

■

We have located a few out of print
A.G. Rizzoli books. Also, the movie
about Rizzoli, Yield to Total Elation is
now available on DVD. The books are
$65, the dvds are $40, plus shipping.
6

AGR/S-04, AG Rizzoli, Mrs. Geo. Powleson Symbolically Portrayed/ The Mother/Tower of
Jewels, 1935, ink on rag paper, 37 x 35"

Gallery Notes

AGR/S-10, AG Rizzoli, Alfredo Capobianco and Family Symbolically Sketched/Palazzo del Capobianco,
1937, ink on rag paper, 25 x 38"

A.G. Rizzoli:Y-8, The YTTE Plot Plan, Fourth Preliminary Study, 1938, ink on rag paper,
38 1/4 x 24 1/4"

A.G. Rizzoli: S-5, Irwin Peter Sicotte, Jr., Symbolically Delineated / "The Sayanpeau," 1938, ink on rag
paper, 35-1/4 x 23-1/2"

A.G. Rizzoli
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t’s been a long time since we put together a newsletter, and
we have a lot to tell you. Drawings of two of our newest
artists, Deborah Barrett and Christopher Dalton
Powell, were selected to be in a show at Halle Saint Pierre
in Paris. At the same time, we got word that an exhibit of
California master watercolorists is to be set in Sweden,
and an A.G. Rizzoli symbolic portrait will be in that
show. Also on our calendar is the Los Angeles Antique
Show. Again this year, the gala event is a benefit for
P.S. Arts, one of the premier organizations dedicated
to getting the arts back into our schools. We hope that
you’ll attend the show and help to support this worthy
cause. While I’m in Los Angeles, Karen will be
representing us at the Intuit Show at Artropolis in
Chicago. Check our calendar for these events and for
some advance notice on a cane conference that will be
held in Paris in October.
It’s not all good news. Sadly, since our last newsletter,
we’ve lost two good friends, known to many of you. We pay
tribute to them in this newsletter.
Now, as we head in to spring, we wish you all good cheer,
good health and brighter times.
68/7307, Double Sided Game Wheel, c1920, 21.75" diameter

